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o1 “God|is) Amazing}f”

St. Matthew’ s Lutheran School (Sau Mau Ping)

- 2 5] & wd

‘God is amazing!' | am certain everybody who
participated in the Vacation Bible Scheme (VBS) would
share the same opinion. Nevertheless, the cultural
exchange brought by VBS went beyond religious
perspective; it also included learning different habits and
rituals. One of the mission feams from United States came
over to stay at St. Matthew’s Lutheran School (Sau Mau
Ping) for about a week to meet children and their parents
from Sau Mau Ping.

The team led hundreds of stfudents from kindergarten
to primary level, preaching the word of God through
different kinds of activities. Children from kindergartens
accompanied by their parents learnt a few English songs
to praise God. You may wonder how these litfle boys and
girls managed fo sing in English. In redlity, they were able
to sing and dance taught by the Americans. Gradually,
everybody sang and moved together in the hall.
Everybody was praising our dear God. This was amazing!
Most of the children, parents and teachers have not met
each other before, but we sang together the first fime
we met! Chinese are generally shy fo sing and dance in
public. It is surprising fo notice that attendants indulged
themselves in the environment with God.

Apart from this, children enjoyed their afternoon taking
part in other activities prepared by the team. Participants
were awarded after successfully completing different
games. In addition to this, families were invited to listen
to the story of Jesus Christ, They learnt the hardship Jesus
suffered fo salvage us. It was amazing that children were so
quiet fo listen fo the story, despite the language barier. After
listening to the story, the toddlers were faught to design a
toy provided by the team as souvenirs. At the end of the
day, children as well as their parents enjoyed their fime at
St. Matthew's not merely because they had fun with the
foreigners, but they found God' s love in their heart,

Another group of parficipants was our students. They
were fortunate to be chosen to spend three enjoyable
mornings with their new friends from American. Selected
puplls were from Primary 4 and 5. It is aimed to let students
learn about God as well as English in the programme.

Interestingly, it is noticeable to discover that students
furned from being shy and passive on the first day to
being reluctant to leave on the last day. Besides singing
songs and dancing, participants were able to watch an
interesting drama performed by the team. With limited
proficiency of English, most students were devofed to
the show and enjoyed it a lot. Many of them even took
their courage to take photos with the volunteers. They
exchanged their email contact with each other and
chatted for a while until being asked to leave. God was
so fantastic that he led students to grow up quickly.
Unexpectedly, pupils were less afraid of falking in English.
They started to enjoy chatting with the native speakers.
Such progress could not be easily made in daily lessons. In
the long run, it would be beneficial for children fo keep in
touch with these great friends.

In addition fo delivering God' s messages, the mission
team had the opportunity to visit Hong Kong in their spare
time. They fried fraditional Chinese food, including dim
sum and fried noodles. The Americans enjoyed the food
very much since they can rarely taste these dishes in their
hometown. More than that, they visited different scenic
spofts like the Peak and the Avenue of Stars. They also
managed fto watch the Symphony of Lights at Tsim Sha
Tsui, too. Another day, they visited the Ocean Park and
did some shopping at Ladies Market. A few of them were
too excited to fall asleep at night. On the other hand, they
acquired some knowledge about Chinese culture through
aftending Chinese Calligraphy lesson and so on,

It was indeed a fruitful and rewarding week, not only
fo the attendants, but also the VBS Team and us. God has
been blessing St. Matthew' s Lutheran School for years and
years. This summer, we were delighted and honoured to
have a mission team coming from miles away to share
God's love with Sau Mau Ping's residents. God was so
amazing during the tfime whenever and wherever activities
took place. He has prepared everything for each of us. We
shall be convinced this repeated slogan in the week- ‘No
matter what happens, TRUST GOD!'".

*This s an abridged version due fo space limitation
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Lutheran Tsang Shing Siu Leun School
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It was the 3rd year for our school fo hold Vacation Bible School (VBS). It was nof new to us but it was challenging.
We needed to open about 200 students’ mind to God.

We had an amazing team from Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church (BSLC) and Zion Lutheran Church, USA. A ten-
person team was sent to Hong Kong from 5th to 15th July. Six high school students, one college student and three
adults led a four-day VBS af our school. 200 students participated, about half of whom are not Christians so it was a very
important mission for the team and the school.

The mission frip was undertaken in parfnership with BSLC in Omaha, Nebraska. Three years ago, BSLC entered into
a ministry partnership agreement with the Lutheran Church-—Hong Kong Synod to run VBS for five years. The number of
teams has increased each year, with this year on fo include teams that were not from BSLC. In addition to Zion (Cincinnati)
there was also a team from the Trinity Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in Glenwood, lowa.

This year, the VBS s theme was “Sky". We had different theme characters every day. Day one was Pat, followed
by Scout, Apolloc and Rockette day by day. Also, we had different bible points every day. They were "No mafter who
you are......Trust God!”, “No matter what people do......Trust God!", “No matter what happens......Trust God!” and “No
matter where you are......Trust God". The bible points were put info students’ hearts. They would shout loudly when we
read the bible points every day! Moreover, there were various bible verses every day, We hope the bible characters, bible
points and the bible verses can let the students remember God and let them know how great our God is!

The mission team members taught Bible stories, led singing, performed skits, led games and crafts, and built
relationships with the students and community. The students learned different bible stories and knew more about God.
Also, they played the games happily and had good interaction with the team members. Students could act on the drama
in which they could be the stories’ characters. It was really a special experience. Moreover, students could do different
crafts with the ideas created from different meaningful bible stories. The students enjoyed doing the activities very much.
They coloured the pictures, decorated the crafts and joyfully shared them with their family members or friends. By doing
50, the message from God was spread widely.

In these four days, our stfudents really learned so much. They could communicate with the feam members in English.
Many Hong Kong students are not willing to talk to the foreigners as they are so shy and they are not brave enough.
However, we really thank God. My students can see and meet so many foreigners in these few years. They get used to
talking and communicating in English, especially in VBS. And the beautiful friendship was developed silently.

VBS, welcome back in 2013 | 2 i

=

*This is an abridged version due to space limitation
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The Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod

=

Concordia Lutheran High School Orchestra comprising about forty players
visited Hong Kong on 22nd March 2012. They shared love with our students
by Church Music Ministry. Students were much moved by it.

Mrs. C. K. Tsui Scholarship of Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod was
awarded before 2012 General Conference. Twenty seven people
benefited from it with glory.

“China-the future present" — an article joinfly signed by the President of the
Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod and Rev. Carl Hanson of The Board for
Mission Services were distributed on 2012 General Conference.

Dedication ceremony for the rebuilding of Concordia Lutheran School
was held on 5th May 2012. Hundreds of guests and alumnus gave praise to
God.

For further common consensus on partnership and future education
direction, Executive Council and Christian Education Cormmittee of our
Synod had a meeting with Mrs. Cherry Tse Ling Kit-ching, JP. Permanent
Secretary for Education on 16th May 2012.

Dr. Oseka Mateusz Bogdan will join Concordia Seminary in September.
Dr. Jeff Oschwald will also consider coming to Hong Kong.

For planning Faith-based "Moral and National Education”, Christian
Education Commitiee held a seminar with Lutheran schools supervisors
and principals on 4th June 2012. “Summary of minutes of the meeting with
Mrs. Cherry Tse Ling Kit-ching, JP, Permanent Secretary for Education™ were
distributed in order to share the infegral route of future education.

On 22nd May 2012, The Board for Mission Services sent colleagues to
Shenzhen Church to have a discussion with Rev. Tsoi about providing
regular Sunday worship for the English-speaking citizens.

On 15th June 2012, Mr. Fung Tat Yeung was recommended to study o
Doctor of Theology program in the United States. The application was
initiclly approved.

Buena Vista Concordia International School held the first BCIS English Camp
2012 from 9th July 2012 i !! I -_.--:.
to 27th July 2012. AR

School News

The 40th Graduation Ceremony of Holy Cross Lutheran School was held on
6th July 2012. Dr, Kung Yan-sum, Executive Director and Chairman of Group
Executive Committee, Chinachem Group, and his wife Ms. Yuan-Chun Liu
were invited to be the honorable guests on that day.

* The 5th Graduation Ceremony of Leung Kui Kau Lutheran Primary School

was held on éth July 2012. Dr. Ip Tai Cheong, President of Concordia
Seminary and Rev. Stephen Hui were invited to attend on that day. They
conducted the graduation certificates and awards presentation and

encouraged graduates with God's words. 4

Church News

* On 24th June 2012, St. James Lutheran Church
held its anniversary ceremony and banquet,
many siblings invited their relatives and friends
to join. Thanks God for blessing the church
within this nineteen years. May God bless the
Christians to better use the church and share
Gods love with others.

* From 6th-7th July 2012, Holy Word Lutheran
Church held a Gospel Camp for the graduates
of Lutheran Tsang Shing Siu Leun School in
Lei Yue Mun Holiday Village. The theme is:
"“This is the way. walk ye in it". May God keep
shepherding every graduate towards a bright

future. J

Social Services News

* The Social Service Committee appoints Dr.
Annissa Lui as the Executive Director of HKLSS
effective 1st September 2012. The committee
extends their gratitude for Mr. Paul §. K. Chan's
past 27 years of dedicated service at HKLSS.
Mr. Wesley Lo is appointed as the Deputy
Executive Director, and Ms. Mei Ling Chung is
appointed as the Assistant Executive Director.

* HKLSS held its annual fund-raising walkathon
at Tai Po Waterfront Park on 8th July 2012,
Mr. Fung Man Lok, Assistant Director of Social
Welfare Department (Youth and Corrections)
and Rev. Tony Lau, Chairman of Social Service
Committee officiated the kick-off ceremony.
Over 2000 participants took part in the
walkathon.

* Funded by the Beat Drugs Fund, the Cheer
Lutheran Centre held the 2-year project
“I-Phoenix". A press conference was held on
22nd June 2012 delivered findings on its “drug
abusers" study.

* Co-organized with the Kwai Chung Hospital,
the counseling division starts a service
programme on alcoholic addiction fill March
2013, including groups and case study.

* The Lutheran Hotlines starts its iPhone App from
July 2012. Simply download the App and listen
to free programmes, as well as call the hotlines
from the App.

* Supported by the Apple Fund, the elderly
division held a programme for its elderly
members aiming at helping those who suffer
from Dementia. y
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