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The Lutheran Church-Hong Kong Synod

* The General Conference (Convention) was held successfully on 28 April, 2018.
Rev. Dr. Allan YUNG was reelected as President. This will be his eighth term to
guard and lead the church.

LCHKS General Conference (Convention) on April 28, 2018 Proceedings Perfinent
to the LCMS:

Il. Since the situation is special, the convention accepted the LCHKS President's
report for discussion:

A. Two issues pertinent to the operation of the LCMS in Hong Kong have
emerged recently:

i. From 31 March 2018 the regional (Asian) headquarters of LCMS OIM
has been moved completely out of Hong Kong to Taiwan without any
consultation with the LCHKS.

i. The LCMS is aranging to sell three Hong Kong properties, which, like
some other properties, were acquired a half century ago by the LCMS
to support the Gospel ministry of the LCHKS. The properties prepared for
sale are:

(1) one building at Wiltshire Road (Kowloon Tong),
(2) one flat in Sorrento Tower (Kowloon West),
(3) one flat in Repulse Bay (Hong Kong Island).

The property listed above as no. 1 was purchased from the donations of some
LCMS members to support Gospel ministry in Hong Kong. Ten years ago, because
of the LCMS financial situation, the LCMS sold one of its properties (located at
Oxford Road in Kowloon Tong) in order to develop Concordia International
School in Hanoi (Vietnam) and to buy the properties listed above as no. 2 and
no. 3 for LCMS use. Since, atf that time, the LCMS considered the LCHKS fo be
too small fo manage these properties and since there was some difference of
opinion about such transfers, the LCMS did not discuss property matters with the
LCHKS leadership. Qur Synod thinks that the LCMS has the legal right to sell the
three properties on its own. However, selling properties again, without taking the
wishes of the original donors into consideration and without consulting our Synod,
and with the intention of transferring all the revenue out of Hong Kong, appears
to contradict the name "Synod" (walking together) which we share. It seems
rather that the LCMS is walking away from the LCHKS. The situation is like that of
1 Corinthians 16, the (LCMS) saints collecting gifts for Jerusalem (the LCHKS); but
now you have decided to keep the gifts yourself instead of sharing them.

Furthermore, in the protocol signed in 1996 by the LCMS and our Synod, the
LCMS pledged itself to transfer the majority of the LCMS properties used by the
respective LCHKS congregations to our Synod, and to transfer these properties
in accordance with the Three Party Agreement (the LCMS, the LCHKS, and the
respective LCHKS congregations using these venues) in order to ensure that the
transferred properties would be used for Gospel ministry. However, this procedure
has not been implemented fully.

The LCHKS President provided a list of all the properties of the LCHKS and its
congregations (Appendix no. 1).

Our Synod is concerned that in the future, for the sake of development or for
other reasons, the LCMS might again decide to sell properties which are used by
LCHKS congregations, but the deeds of which are temporarily kept by the LCMS,
without consulting the Synod. Furthermore, in 2012, some LCHKS congregations
signed on their part transfer agreements based on the Three Party Agreement
endorsed by the LCMS but so far the legal transfer of these properties has
not been completed, which we deeply regret. Representatives of the local
congregations asked the LCHKS President o follow up this issue.

To articulate the LCHKS stance on LCMS actions clearly, the convention resolved:

1. to pray for the LCMS, especially for LCMS financial stability and
sound management,

2. to follow up the issue of partnership between the LCHKS and the
LCMS in order to uphold and practice Christian love, cooperation
and mutual respect between the Synods that should cherish these
principles,

3. to ask the Executive Council to endeavour to prevent the sale of

the properties labelled as no. 10-16 {in the Appendix no. 1) prior to

their fransfer to our Synod so that these properties would not be sold
without the knowledge and consent of our Synod.

Motion by: Rev. Tony LAU Motion Seconded by: Mr, Season WA
Resolution: 2018-03 adopted unanimously.

School News

* Concordia International School Hong Kong:

The School received Full Accreditation
from Western Association of Schools and
Colleges (WASC) on May 11, 2018.

Ma Chan Dven Hey Memorial College:
Three Form 5 students of the school
were awarded a scholarship by the U.S.
Consulate to attend the EducationUSA
Academy in the United States this summer,
July 2018. They will attend the University of
Northern Georgia in Georgia and Temple
University in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania in
the USA.

Social Services News

* HKLSS received study tours from units of LC-
HKS. Xinjiang, Guangzhou and Foshan in
March and April 2018,

* Members of Cheung Sha Wan(Sung En)
Lutheran Church and Nathan Road(Sung
En) Lutheran Church visited Fung Tak
Home for the Elderly and Mrs. Leung Kwai
Yee Home for the Elderly for gospel sharing
and worship.

*  HKLSS held a study tour to Huizhou, China
from May 23-24 2018.

*  With the support of the Pro-cardio Heart
Disease & Stroke Prevention Centre and
the Lions Club of Tsing Ma, HKLSS carried
out testing for risk of stroke for low income
families.

*  Volunteers from Standard Chartered Bank are
visiting our elderly centres and rehabillitation
centres from June to August 2018.

* Lutheran Kwai Tsing Community Care
Service Voucher Centre for the Elderly and
Community Care Service Voucher Centre
for the Elderly in Siu Sai Wan, will join SWD's
"Pilot Scheme on Support for Elderly
Persons Discharged from Public Hospitals
after Treatment", by providing the elders
with transitional residential care and/or
community care and support services.

* Teachers and students from Concordia
International School visited the Mr. & Mrs.
Lawrence Wong Home for the Elderly in
March 2018 for celebrating the Easter
Festival and promoting inter-generational
harmony.

* The Foster Care Unit held the Award Giving
Ceremony to foster care families on March
17,2018,

* HKLSS carried out the"Healthy School
Programme with a Drug Testing
Component" for Lutheran Schools,
including a series of volunteers' training
seminars, workshops and visits.

* SWD confirmed to regularize the
Pilot Scheme for On-site Pre-school
Rehabilitation Service -Leap Leap. Kids
Project starts from the school year 2018/19.

HKLSS will begin to serve 40 service places. '
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