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Faith, Hope and Love

_“And now these three remain:
“P¥faith, hope and love.

1 But the greatest of these is love.”

ICorinthians 13:13
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Concordia Conference 2021
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If students are the cornerstone of our fu-
ture, teachers are the consolidators of the cor-
nerstone. Therefore, paying sufficient attention
to the professional development of teachers is
more than worthwhile to me. Through different
joint school teacher training, a “professional
learning circle" is then formed by me to serve
as a professional platform for teachers to share
and learn from each other. In addition to secon-
dary, primary, kindergarten and special schools
affiliated to the Synod, the development of the
three international schools of the Synod, in-
cluding Concordia International School, Bue-
na Vista Concordia International School, and
Chengdu Concordia International School, are
also the major focus of the Synod during the
epidemic. The three schools continued to orga-
nize several online professional development
seminars to promote the learning and growth of
teachers. The following is an excerpt of the sha-
ring from Mr. Tom Du, the Principal of Concor-
dia International School, at teacher professional
development seminar of the three international
schools on November 12. The theme of the se-
minar is to allow us to understand, learn and
communicate through reading.
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On November 12, 2021, the Concordia
School Group (CISHK, BCIS, and CCIS) held
their first online PD conference. This is not the
first time the three international schools coordi-
nate and plan the PD conference together. Since
2015, BCIS and CISHK have been taking turns
to coordinate and plan this event annually. In
previous years, professors from Concordia Uni-
versity of Nebraska were invited to be speakers
at the conference, and teachers from the two in-
ternational schools would plan and chair diffe-
rent workshops to share their best practices in
various areas. From 2016 onward, the PD con-
ferences were opened to the local schools of the
Hong Kong Synod to participate, and local tea-
chers also chaired workshops and shared their
best practices with educators from international
schools. With the addition of Chengdu Concor-
dia to the school group in 2017, CCIS has been
participating and contributing in the planning

process.
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With Covid-19, the conference was sus-
pended in 2020. This year, principal Dorgelo
(CCIS), principal Du (CISHK), and principal
Allen (BCIS) discussed about the planning of
the conference and decided to have it online via
Zoom in order to keep the spirit of collaboration
amid this challenging period. The theme for
this year is “Learning through Collaboration”.
The conference was hosted by CISHK to ensure
the stability of internet connection and Dr. Yung
was invited to address the school leaders and
educators. Though the scale of this conference
was smaller than previous years, teachers and
principals from three schools participated with
two online workshops. The first topic was on
grammar teaching by Mr. Sorby (English Pa-
nel Coordinator) of CISHK and the second to-
pic was on interdisciplinary teaching by a team
of three teachers from BCIS; Maria Lourens
(ELA), Michael Carevic (SS), and Emil Wald-
hauser.

Despite being a small conference, it provi-
ded the opportunity for the three schools leaders
and teachers to collaborate and learn from each
other, and most importantly the new teachers
to gain a better understanding of the Concordia
school group. We hope this will facilitate grea-
ter opportunities for the three schools to colla-
borate in the future.
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Bible Verse
“He forgives all my sins.
He heals all my sicknesses.
He saves my life from going down into the grave.

His faithful and tender love makes me feel like a king.”
Psalm 103:3-4

English Bible School
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